
The Wolf and the Kid
Aesop's Fables – Douglas Perkins – 2020

There was once a kid, a little goat, who thought he was an adult billy goat because he had

long horns.  He grew up in a flock of goats.  There were fifteen goats in the flock, and also three

dogs that came along with the goats to protect them.  The kid was strong, and he could take care of

himself, or so he believed.  Early one evening the sun dipped low in the sky.  When the flock started

to go back to the village from the field, his mother called out to him.

“Come along home,” she said, but the kid ignored her and kept eating the tender grass.  A

short time later when he lifted his head, the flock was gone.

He was all alone.  The sun began to set, and tall shadows came creeping over the ground.  A

cold wind came with them making scary noises in the grass.  The kid shivered as he imagined what

would happen if a wolf found him there.  Then he started running towards his home, far in the

distance, yelling for his mother.

He was not even halfway there when a wolf stepped out from the trees.  The kid knew that

he was in grave danger, for wolves love to eat goats.

“Well now.  What have we here?  It looks like dinner,” said the wolf.

“Please,  Mr. Wolf,” the kid said,  trembling,  “I  know you are

going to eat me.  But, could I please have one last song?  I want to

dance and be merry just one more time before I die.  I beg of you.”

The wolf thought about it.  He liked the idea of music before

eating, so he started singing a merry song.  The kid began to dance, and

leaped and skipped happily.

At that exact  moment,  the flock was moving slowly towards

home.  In the quiet evening air, the wolf’s music could be heard from

far away.  The shepherd dogs raised their ears.  They recognized the song that the wolf was singing,

and they quickly ran back to the field.

The wolf saw the dogs, and his song suddenly ended.  As he began to run away, with the

dogs right behind him, he called himself a fool.  Why did he play music to make a kid happy, when

he should have quickly eaten him?  By the time he learned his lesson, it was too late.

Do not let anything distract you from your goal.



The Wolf and the Kid Questions
Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. flock ____ A. slowly moving

2. tender ____ B. a stupid person

3. creeping ____ C. an adult sheep or goat

4. clump ____ D. a group of sheep or goats

5. trembling ____ E. a young sheep or goat

6. merry ____ F. happy

7. a fool ____ G. small group

8. distract ____ H. soft

9. kid ____ I. lose concentration

10. billy goat ____ J. shaking

PART 2 Answer the questions in sentences.

1. Why does the kid want the wolf to play a song?

                                                                                                                                               

2. Who heard the wolf’s song?

                                                                                                                                               

3. What time of day did the kid meet the wolf?

                                                                                                                                               

4. Why did the wolf call himself a fool?

                                                                                                                                               

5. Who did the kid call for?

                                                                                                                                               


