
The Wolf and the House Dog
Aesop's Fables

There was once a wolf who had very little to eat because the dogs of the town watched

everything carefully.  The wolf was only skin and bones, and he wasn’t happy at all.  He wanted

some food to eat and maybe a warm dry place to sleep.  Was it too much to ask for?

One night,  the wolf ran into a fat house dog who was walking in the forest.   The wolf

wanted to eat the dog, but the house dog was big and strong, and the wolf was weak and hungry.

The wolf decided to talk to the dog.

He said, “You look strong, healthy, and happy.”

The house dog answered, “Oh, I am.  You can be like me, too, if you want.  Leave the

woods.  Out here you have to fight for food every day.  Come live in town where life is easy.”

The wolf thought about it.  “What must I do?” he asked.

“Not a lot,” answered the house dog.  “If you see someone dangerous, bark at them.  Be nice

to the people of the town.  Play with the children.  If you do that, you will get all kinds of food:

chicken bones, meat, sugar, cake, and more!  You will even get a nice warm place to sleep.”

The wolf dreamed about life in town.  It sounded so good that he almost started to cry.  Just

then, he looked at the dog’s neck.  He saw a dark stripe.

“What is that on your neck?” the wolf asked.

“Nothing,” said the dog.

“I can see something.  What is it?” the wolf asked again.

“Oh, maybe you can see my chain,” replied the dog.

“What! A chain!” cried the wolf.  “I thought you were free.”

“Most of the time I am, but not always.  That’s a small price to pay, isn’t it?” replied the dog.

“No, it’s the biggest price there is.  I would never agree to that.”  With that, the wolf ran

away, far from the town, deep into the forest.  Nothing is worth more than freedom.



The Wolf and the House Dog Questions

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. forest ____ A. a small city; a large village

2. biggest ____ B. a place with lots of trees and plants

3. bark ____ C. the sound a dog makes

4. healthy ____ D. a dangerous animal living in the forest

5. children ____ E. a sweet baked dessert food

6. wolf ____ F. able to do what you want

7. town ____ G. not sick; full of energy

8. cake ____ H. bigger than all others

9. worth ____ I. boys and girls

10. free ____ J. price; cost; how much it means

PART 2 Answer the questions in sentences.

1. Why did the wolf have little to eat?

                                                                                                                                               

2. Where did the wolf meet the house dog?

                                                                                                                                               

3. Why didn’t the wolf attack the dog?

                                                                                                                                               

4. What did the wolf see on the dog’s neck?

                                                                                                                                               

5. For the wolf, which is more important, having a lot of food or being free?

                                                                                                                                               


