
The Wolf and the Crane
Aesop's Fables – Douglas Perkins – 2020

One day, a wolf was eating lunch far too quickly.  He was feasting on a little rabbit, and a

sharp bone got stuck sideways in his throat.  He couldn’t move the bone up or down, no matter how

hard he tried.  Of course, he could not eat anything, and he could barely speak.  Naturally, it was an

awful state of affairs for the wolf. 

The wolf was in so much pain.  His throat was sore and he wanted to cry.  He needed help,

so he hurried to see the crane, his neighbor.  He knew that the crane was smart and liked to help

people.  He was certain that she, with her long neck and bill, would be able to reach the bone easily

and pull it out very quickly and painlessly.

“Please help me.  Pull out the bone, if you could,” asked the

wolf.

“I could,” answered the crane, “but what’s in it for me?”

“I will give you a great reward,” replied the wolf.

The crane thought about it more.  Wolves are dangerous, and

she was worried about getting eaten.  The wolf had a big mouth filled

with sharp teeth, and her neck was long and thin.

“Won’t you eat me?  You’re a wolf, after all,” she said.

“No, no, I give you my word.  You’ll be safe and get a great

reward.  I could never hurt someone who saved me.  That doesn’t

make sense.” 

The crane, as you can imagine, was very uneasy about putting her head into a wolf’s mouth.

Her feathers shook from fear when thinking about it.  But she had a selfish and greedy personality,

and the thought of the reward caught her attention strongly.

After thinking about it for a while, the crane decided to help the wolf out.  She quickly stuck

her head into the wolf’s mouth and reached into his throat to remove the bone.  She easily grabbed

it, and pulled the bone out in less than one minute.

“It’s done,” the crane proclaimed.

The wolf felt the bone come out of his throat.  He turned around and started walking away.

“Wait!  What about my reward?” the crane anxiously cried.

“What!” yelled the wolf, turning around.  “Don’t you understand?  You did everything I

needed you for.  Isn’t it enough that I didn’t bite your head off with my mouth?”

Don’t expect a reward from the wicked.



The Wolf and the Crane Questions
Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. wolf ____ A. worried

2. the wicked ____ B. nervously

3. greedy ____ C. a bird with a long bill

4. selfish ____ D. went fast

5. state of affairs ____ E. a meat-eating animal bigger than a dog

6. anxiously ____ F. eating

7. feasting ____ G. unkind

8. crane ____ H. wants a lot of something

9. uneasy ____ I. bad people

10. hurried ____ J. situation

PART 2 True or false.

1. The wolf was friendly to the crane. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. The crane could not remove the bone. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. The wolf could not eat anything. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. The bone got stuck by accident. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. The wicked will always give you rewards. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The wolf did not give the crane a reward. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. The wolf went to the crane the next day. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. The crane had a short neck. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. The wolf could not move the bone. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. The wolf wanted to bite the crane’s head off. TRUE  /  FALSE


