
The Travelers and the Purse
Aesop's Fables

Two young men were walking down a road together.  They were

going the same direction, and they soon became friendly and began to talk

about the weather and life and many different things.

One man looked down and saw a wallet lying on the ground.  He

picked it up and looked inside.  It was full of money.

“How lucky I am!” he said.  “This wallet has so much money in it,

and I found it.  Now I’m rich.  There are many things I’ve always wanted to buy, and now I can.”

“Hold on.  Do not say ‘I found it’,” said the second man.  “You should be saying ‘we found

it’ and ‘how lucky we are’.  We have been walking together and talking together for a while now.

Travelers should share the good things and the bad things with each other.  Don’t be selfish.”

The first man got angry and replied, “No, no, that is crazy talk.  I found the wallet, not you.

It’s mine, and I’m going to keep it.  You’re just jealous.”

Just then, they heard a shout.  “Stop!  Thief!  Who took my money?  Catch them!”

Looking behind them, a large group of angry-looking people with baseball bats was running

their way.  It seemed that somebody had stolen someone’s wallet, and the group of people were

trying to get it back.

The first man started to panic, because he was holding the wallet in his hands.

He said, “Help me.  Let’s put this wallet in your bag.  If they find it, we’re in trouble.”

“No, no,” replied the other.  “You didn’t say ‘we’ before, so don’t try it now.  You should be

saying ‘I’m in trouble’.”

The second man walked on.  He left the first man there to talk to the angry mob, to explain

to them how he only found the wallet and didn’t steal it, hoping they would believe him.

If you want someone to help you in bad times, be sure you help them in good times, too.



The Travelers and the Purse Questions

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. travel ____ A. has a lot of money

2. road ____ B. answer; speak back to

3. shout ____ C. a small case for money and cards

4. selfish ____ D. a person who steals things

5. mob ____ E. wanting what someone else has

6. thief ____ F. yell; speak very loudly

7. jealous ____ G. street; something you walk or drive on

8. wallet ____ H. a group of crazy or angry people

9. rich ____ I. only thinking about yourself

10. reply ____ J. go on a trip; go somewhere

PART 2 True or false.

1. The two men were great friends. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. They were running down the road. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. There was a lot of money in the wallet. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. The second man found the money. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. The first man wanted to share the money with the second. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The group of people looked happy. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. The people were trying to find some money that was stolen. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. The first man asks the second man for help. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. The second man agrees to help him. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. In the end, the two men became great friends. TRUE  /  FALSE


