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The tortoise, as you know, carries his house on his back in the

form of his shell.  No matter how hard he tries, he cannot leave home.

They say that Jupiter, king of the Roman gods, made the tortoise this

way because he was such a lazy homebody that he would not go to

Jupiter’s wedding, even when he was specially invited.

Many years  after  skipping Jupiter’s  wedding,  the tortoise had

second thoughts about his actions.  He saw the birds flying free in the

sky, the rabbits running through the forest at high speeds, the chipmunks

climbing up and down trees like it was nothing, and he felt sad.  He was curious to see the world

too, but how could he?  With short legs and a heavy shell on his back, it was totally impossible.

One day the tortoise met a pair of ducks and told them of his trouble.  The ducks thought

about his problem for a while and came up with a splendid idea.

“We can help you see the world,” said the ducks.  “Take hold of this stick with your teeth

and we will carry you far up in the air where you can see the whole country.  But be careful!  You

cannot speak a single word, because if you open your mouth, it will be your biggest mistake.”

“Okay, let’s do it.  I’ve always wanted to fly!” the tortoise replied.

The tortoise was very excited indeed.  He seized the stick firmly with his teeth, the two

ducks took hold of it, one at each end, and the three of them sailed up toward the clouds.  Life in the

air was more magical than the tortoise had imagined.  The grasses below and the mountains in the

distance looked like something out of a painting.  It was beautiful beyond belief.

Just then a crow flew by.  He was astonished at the strange sight and called out, “Why, look!

A tortoise flying through the air!  This must be one amazing tortoise!”

“Why certainly—” began the vain tortoise.

But as he opened his mouth to say these foolish words, he lost his hold on the stick, and

down he fell to the ground, where he was split into pieces on a large rock.

Being too curious and vain leads to foolish mistakes.



The Tortoise and the Ducks Questions
Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. tortoise ____ A. secure; not moving

2. imagine ____ B. move confidently and smoothly

3. curious ____ C. overly proud of one’s achievements

4. mistake ____ D. unusual; uncommon 

5. firm ____ E. a four-legged reptile with a shell

6. sail ____ F. greatly surprised 

7. astonished ____ G. eager to learn

8. strange ____ H. an error; something done wrong

9. vain ____ I. someone who doesn’t like to leave home

10. homebody ____ J. picture in your mind

PART 2 Answer these questions in sentences.

1. What did Jupiter do to the tortoise?

                                                                                                                                               

2. Why is the turtle called a homebody?

                                                                                                                                               

3. What was the tortoise curious about?

                                                                                                                                               

4. How did the ducks help the tortoise with his problem?

                                                                                                                                               

5. Why did the tortoise fall to the ground?

                                                                                                                                       _______  


