
The Owl and the Grasshopper
Aesop's Fables – Douglas Perkins – 2020

There was an old owl that always slept during the day.  Every night

after the sun went down, she came out from her nest in the hollow tree,

blinked her eyes, and sang a song.  “Hoo-hoo-hoo-oo-oo”, she cried.  After

that,  every night,  she went  off  hunting for bugs and beetles,  frogs  and

mice, and any other tasty little treat she could find.

She  was  an  old  owl,  and  she  was  never  happy.   If  you  did

something that bothered her, she would get angry.  She got particularly

angry if you did anything to interrupt her daily sleep.

One warm summer afternoon she was sleeping the day away in her

old oak tree when a grasshopper began to play a raspy but joyous song.  The old owl’s head popped

out from the hole in the tree.

“Get away from here, sir,” she said to the noisy grasshopper.  “Leave me to sleep in quiet!”

But the grasshopper was young and confident and didn’t really care what some old owl

thought.  He replied that he would enjoy the sunny hours as he liked.  He started playing the song

again, only this time extra loudly, just to be a troll.

The wise old owl knew that arguing with the arrogant grasshopper would fix nothing, and

her daytime vision wasn’t good enough for her to catch the annoying bug, either.  She thought of a

plan, set aside her harsh words, and spoke to him very kindly.

“Well sir,” she said, “if I must stay awake, I would like to relax and enjoy your singing.  It

happens that I have some wonderful wine here, sent to me from Olympus, the home of the Greek

gods.  I am told that Apollo, the god of music, drinks this wine before he sings.  Why don’t you

come up and have a sip with me before your song?”

The foolish grasshopper was taken in by the owl's kind words.

He jumped up to the owl's den, but as soon as the old owl could see

him clearly, she pounced on him and ate him.

Don’t confuse a few kind words for friendship.



The Owl and  the Grasshopper

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. pounce ____ A. a kind of jumping insect

2. foolish ____ B. full of scholarly knowledge

3. owl ____ C. self-importance; excessive pride

4. argue ____ D. irritating; bothersome

5. joyous ____ E. a large nocturnal forest bird

6. interrupt ____ F. suddenly jump on and grab

7. wise ____ G. lacking good sense; not smart

8. grasshopper ____ H. disagree (in words)

9. annoying ____ I. stop something in the middle

10. arrogant ____ J. happy

PART 2 True or false.

1. The owl lived in a nest. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. The owl slept during the day. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. The owl liked to eat cats and dogs. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. The grasshopper liked music. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. The owl and the grasshopper were friends. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The grasshopper stopped singing when the owl asked him to. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. Olympus is the home of the Greek gods. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. The owl gave some wine to the grasshopper. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. The grasshopper was arrogant. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. Kind words always mean that someone likes you. TRUE  /  FALSE


