
The Mother and the Wolf
Aesop's Fables

A hungry wolf lived in the woods near a small town.  Some wolves live in packs of six or

seven, and then work together to catch deer, buffalo, and other large animals.  This wolf, though,

lived alone.  He was only strong enough to catch small animals like rabbits, mice, and birds.  This

year, there weren’t many rabbits or mice around, and the wolf hadn’t eaten a good lunch or dinner

for a week.

Early one morning, he was walking in some trees near a house on the edge of the town when

he heard a voice from inside the house.  It was a child’s voice, and the child was crying.

Then he heard the mother's voice.  The mother said, “Shh, child, be quiet!  Everything is

fine.  You don’t need to cry all the time.  Stop your crying, or I will give you to the wolf!”

The wolf was surprised and happy to hear this.  He thought to himself, “Maybe I will get a

big dinner!  This child might keep crying.  How wonderful a thing that would be.”  He sat down

under a tree near the window, hoping for some good news.

The wolf waited all day.  The mother made lunch, read a book, washed some clothes, and

did some other housework.  The baby didn’t cry, which made the wolf a little sad and mostly bored.

Late in the afternoon, he heard the mother’s voice again.  She was singing a song to the

baby, trying to get the baby to go to sleep.  It was a quiet song with a relaxing melody.

The mother sang, “There, child, there!  The wolf will not get you.  Oh no, no!  Daddy is

watching, and Daddy is strong.  Daddy will kill the wolf if he comes near our house!”

Just then the father came walking home from work.  The wolf

ran away as fast as he could, and he never went back to that house

again.

From  the  experience,  the  hungry  wolf  learned  a  valuable

lesson: Do not believe everything you hear.



The Mother and the Wolf Questions

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. wolf ____ A. a brown animal bigger than a cow

2. lunch ____ B. a group of wolves

3. hungry ____ C. cleaning or cooking at home

4. bird ____ D. food eaten around noon

5. housework ____ E. a meat-eating animal bigger than a dog

6. pack ____ F. when you want to eat food

7. dinner ____ G. an animal with wings that can fly

8. buffalo ____ H. a sound that means “be quiet”

9. edge ____ I. food eaten in the evening

10. shh ____ J. corner; side

PART 2 True or false.

1. The wolf lived in a big city. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. Most wolves live in groups of two or three. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. The wolf was hungry. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. The mother was talking to the wolf. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. The mother was talking to the child. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The wolf wanted to eat the mother. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. The wolf wanted to eat the child. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. The mother sang a loud angry song to her baby. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. In the afternoon, the father came home from work. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. Daddy killed the wolf. TRUE  /  FALSE


