
The Girl and the Snake
Aesop's Fables

One autumn day, a young girl was walking along a road to her

grandmother's house.  The girl and her parents lived down in town, and

her grandmother’s house was a long walk up in the mountains.  All of a

sudden, she heard a noise at her feet.  Looking down, she saw a snake.

Suddenly, the snake spoke to her.

“I am about to die,” the snake said.  “It's too cold for me up here.  I am freezing.  For a

human like you, with clothes and a warm jacket, it’s not a problem, but snakes don’t have clothes.

We don’t even have any fur!  Also, there is no food in these mountains, and I am starving.  Please

put me in your jacket and take me with you.”

“No,” the girl replied.  “I know your kind.  You are a rattlesnake.  If I pick you up, you will

bite me, and your bite is poisonous.  I would die.”

“No, no, that’s not true,” the snake said.  “If you help me, you will be my best friend.  Who

would ever bite their best friend?  Nobody would.  I will treat you very well.”

The young girl sat down on a rock for a minute to rest and think things over.  She looked at

the pretty colors on the snake and felt it was the most beautiful snake she had ever seen.

Suddenly, she said, “Alright, I believe you.  I will save you.  All living things should be

treated with kindness.”

The girl  reached down, gently picked up the snake,  and put it  in her pocket.   She then

continued walking toward her grandmother's house.

A minute later, the girl felt a sharp pain in her side.  The snake had bitten her!

“How could you do this to me?” she cried.  “You promised that you would not bite me, and I

believed you!”

“You knew what I was when you picked me up,” the snake coldly replied.  The girl fell to

the ground and the snake slithered away into the grass.



The Girl and the Snake Questions

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. autumn ____ A. the hairy coat of an animal

2. snake ____ B. a thing with poison in it

3. freezing ____ C. season after summer before winter

4. grandmother ____ D. cute; pretty

5. beautiful ____ E. sound

6. gently ____ F. very cold; icy

7. fur ____ G. mom or dad’s mom

8. poisonous ____ H. move by sliding; a snake moving

9. noise ____ I. softly and carefully

10. slither ____ J. a skinny animal with no arms or legs

PART 2 Answer the questions in sentences.

1. Where was the girl going?

                                                                                                                                               

2. Did the girl’s grandmother live in town?

                                                                                                                                               

3. Why was the snake about to die?

                                                                                                                                               

4. Are rattlesnakes dangerous?

                                                                                                                                               

5. Do you think it’s a good idea to pick up a snake?

                                                                                                                                               


