
The Fox and the Stork
Aesop's Fables – Douglas Perkins – 2020

Once, there was a fox that lived in a forest.  Next to the forest

was a pond, and next to that pond was a swamp.  A stork lived in the

swamp.  The stork was a  large bird with beautiful  black and white

feathers, orange legs, and a long black beak.

The fox was bored one day, so he decided to play a trick on the

stork.  After all, the stork had a strange appearance, very different from

the elegant and handsome fox.

“Are you free this evening?” asked the fox.  “Why don’t you

come to my house for dinner?  I’m a great cook!”  He invited the stork

with a friendly smile.  The stork accepted.

Late that afternoon, the stork arrived for dinner.  “What are we going to eat?” she asked.

The fox brought out two bowls of soup.  It smelled delicious.  In fact, it smelled of fish, the

stork’s favorite food.  The fox explained that he used a traditional family recipe of fish from the

river, flavored with sage, parsley, and lemons, cooked in olive oil with carrots and potatoes.  The

stork began to drool.

The fox was indeed a great cook, but his heart was lacking positive qualities.  He did not

serve the soup in usual soup bowls, oh no.  Instead, he served it in bowls that were very shallow and

wide.  Because the stork had a long beak, she could only get the very tip of her beak into the soup.

She tried to eat the soup, but she couldn’t get any of the food into her mouth!  The fox looked at the

stork and laughed for a while.  She angrily flew away, and he slowly finished eating.

Certainly, the stork was not happy at being tricked by the fox like

that.  She wanted revenge.  She decided to play a trick on the fox, just as

he had on her.  A week after the fish soup incident, she invited the fox

over for lunch.  The fox was always hungry, and he happily accepted the

stork’s invitation.  When he arrived, she brought out the meal.  It was

fried fish, and the smell made the fox’s mouth water.  But when he tried

to start eating, he couldn’t reach the fish because it was served in a tall jar

with a narrow neck.  The stork’s long beak was perfect for getting the

fish, but the fox could only sniff the delicious smell of it outside of the

jar.

“How could you do this to me?” the fox angrily asked.

The stork replied, “Don’t do anything that you don’t want others to do to you.”



The Fox and the Stork Questions
Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. swamp ____ A. the way someone looks

2. beak ____ B. not deep 

3. play a trick on ____ C. show to other people 

4. appearance ____ D. land that is always wet 

5. bring out ____ E. play a joke on

6. shallow ____ F. hard and pointed part of a bird’s mouth

7. meal ____ G. food

8. tip ____ H. smell 

9. narrow ____ I. thin

10. sniff ____ J. the end of something

PART 2 True or false.

1. Because the fox was very happy, he played a trick on the stork. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. The stork was a big bird with beautiful black and white feathers. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. The fox invited the stork for dinner. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. It was not easy for the stork to eat the soup from the shallow bowl. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. The fox was angry at the stork for tricking him. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The stork prepared soup for the fox. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. The smell of the fried fish was mouth-watering. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. The fox was always hungry. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. A day after the fox tricked her, the stork invited the fox for lunch. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. The message of the story is that you should always take revenge. TRUE  /  FALSE


