
The Donkey and the Load of Salt
Aesop's Fables – Douglas Perkins – 2020

A great many years ago, a traveling salesman took a trip with his donkey and cart to the

ocean to sell some goods.  It was a long day’s walk to get from his home to the sea, and he spent the

night camping out on the seashore.

The next  morning,  the salesman bought  a  cart’s  worth of salt  and set  off  on the return

journey.  He was heading home when he got to a river.  At the river, of course, was the ford that

everyone took to cross.  It had rained the night before, and the water level was high.  They had

crossed the river at this ford many times before, but on this eventful day, the donkey’s foot slipped,

and half of the cart fell under water.  The salesman grabbed the cart, and after several minutes of

hard work, the donkey, merchant, and cart were finally across the river.  The cart was much lighter,

because much of the salt dissolved in the water, and the donkey was happy.

A week later, the salesman went on a similar journey to the ocean.  He brought his donkey,

cart, and plenty of things to sell.  After camping out on the beach for a night, he purchased another

load of salt and headed home.  They got to the river and began to walk across, and as you might

have guessed, the donkey fell down again.  Just as before, the salt dissolved, and the donkey sang a

happy song while casually strolling the rest of the way home.

The salesman was concerned.  He hadn’t realized that the donkey was so smart, but actions

speak louder than words, and he thought up a plan for how to teach that lazy donkey a lesson.

Finally, he had a plan.

The next week, the salesman set off with his donkey and cart and

headed to the ocean town.  This time, however, he didn’t buy salt, but

instead purchased two large baskets of sponges.  On the way home at the

ford, the donkey fell into the river, just as before.  But as you would

expect, the sponges soaked up a lot of water, and the last few miles home

were ten times heavier than before.  Never again did the donkey slip and

fall when crossing the river.

Different circumstances call for different actions.



The Donkey and The Load of Salt Questions
Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. seashore ____ A. to slide down, usually not on purpose

2. journey ____ B. to think something will happen

3. heading ____ C. a few

4. several ____ D. to go somewhere

5. slip ____ E. sandy land by the sea

6. light ____ F. worried

7. purchase ____ G. buy

8. expect ____ H. trip, travel

9. salesman ____ I. not heavy

10. concerned ____ J. a person whose job is to sell things

PART 2 Answer the questions in sentences.

1.  Why was the water level high at the ford?

                                                                                                                                                         

2. How many times did the salesman buy a load of salt?

                                                                                                                                                         

3. Why was the salesman concerned?

                                                                                                                                                         

4. Why did the salesman think that the donkey was lazy?

                                                                                                                                                         

5. What happened to the donkey after it slipped down the river carrying the sponges?

                                                                                                                                                         


