
The Astrologer
Aesop's Fables

A long long time ago, there lived a man who believed that he could

read the future in the stars.  He wore a big pointy hat, brown clothes, and

soft leather shoes.  He called himself an Astrologer, and he spent his nights

staring and staring at the sky.

Every evening after dinner, he went for a long walk.  His house was

in the center of town, but it was too bright to see the stars there, so on his long walks, he went out

into the countryside.  Out there, far from street lights and cars, it gets so dark that you can’t even

see your hand in front of your face.  The countryside was the perfect place to view stars.

One evening he was walking along the road outside the town where he lived.  His eyes were

focused on the stars.  He looked at the stars and thought he saw that the end of the world was

coming.  Suddenly, he fell down into a big hole of mud and water.

There he was, stuck in the deep hole.  His clothes were wet, and his face was dirty.  He tried

to climb out, but the hole was too big.  His arms were not long enough.  He tried to jump, but his

hands couldn’t reach the top.  The man started to cry for help.

The townspeople heard his cries and soon came to see what had happened.

One woman asked, “Why are you in that hole?”

The man answered, “I was stargazing, like I always do.  Then I fell, landing down here.”

One of the townspeople found some rope.  They threw it down to the man.  With some work,

they were able to pull him up, out of the big muddy hole.

After he was out and safe, one of townspeople said, “You think you can read the future in

the stars,  but you can’t  even see what  is  right at  your feet!   This may teach you to pay more

attention to what is right in front of you.  Let the future take care of itself.”

“Why take time to read the stars,” said another, “when you can't see what's right here on the

earth?”

The old man learned an important lesson:  Take care of the little things and the big things

will take care of themselves.



The Astrologer Questions

Name:________________________________  Class:___________  Number:____

PART 1 Match the word and definition.

1. astrologer ____ A. think about

2. safe ____ B. shiny bright things in the night sky

3. stars ____ C. flexible; not hard

4. soft ____ D. people who live in town

5. pay attention ____ E. not in danger

6. stuck ____ F. a person who can see the future in stars

7. townspeople ____ G. not light; nothing can be seen

8. stargazing ____ H. looking at something for a long time

9. dark ____ I. can’t move

10. staring ____ J. looking at the stars

PART 2 True or false.

1. The man wore blue jeans. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. The astrologer liked to look at the night sky. TRUE  /  FALSE

3. The man lived in an apartment. TRUE  /  FALSE

4. The man’s neighbors told him to keep on stargazing. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. It is easy to see the stars from in the city because of the light. TRUE  /  FALSE

6. The man fell into a big hole in the ground. TRUE  /  FALSE

7. When the man was in trouble, some people came to help him. TRUE  /  FALSE

8. After trying really hard, the man was able to jump out of the hole. TRUE  /  FALSE

9. The man got seriously hurt when he fell down. TRUE  /  FALSE

10. The main message of the story is that you should look at stars a lot. TRUE  /  FALSE


