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PrefacePreface

3

The following is a textbook I wrote for a twelfth grade English class in 
Japan.  The class met fifty minutes a week for approximately thirty two 
weeks.  This book has four chapters, each of which is designed to take one 
to two months.  My preferred speed is about two pages each fifty minute 
class.

Language study can be divided into four parts: reading, speaking, listening, 
and writing.  Where reasonable, we try to make use of and develop all four 
of these skills.  Through practice, students can become well rounded and 
increasingly proficient at expressing themselves in English and more 
generally in their lives.

I wrote the first version of this book in early 2014.  It has since been 
updated many times.

– Douglas Paul Perkins.  Nishitokyo, Japan.

“How do I know what I think until I see what I say?”
– E.M. Forster (1879-1970)

“The mind has its own logic but does not often let others in on it.”
– Bernard DeVoto (1897-1955)

“The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own 
reason for existing.”

– Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

“Some things I have said of which I am not altogether confident.”
– Plato, Meno (427-347 B.C.E.)

The School of Athens by Rafael, 1509
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DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION
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KEY WORDS.  Match the word and hint.

1. ___ talk
2. ___ discussion
3. ___ brainstorming
4. ___ explain
5. ___ topic
6. ___ guess
7. ___ fact
8. ___ opinion
9. ___ agree
10. ___ disagree

A. The truth of the thing.
B. Thinking the same thing.
C. The discussion's major theme.
D. Whether you agree or disagree.
E. Using your mouth to say words.
F. Thinking the other person is wrong.
G. Coming up with many ideas quickly
H. Saying an answer when not 100% sure.
I. Talking about a thing with several people.
J. Giving information to help understanding.

FREE TALKING.  Make a group with your classmates.  
The teacher says a topic.  Talk about that topic with your 
classmates for several minutes.  Here are the rules...

● Relax!
● Make eye contact!
● Use only English!
● Ask some questions!

What is your club activity?
What is your favorite place?
What did you do last Sunday?
Would you like to live abroad?
What did you do for Golden Week?

What is your favorite school event?
What's the most important subject at school?
Where is your favorite place to go shopping?
What do you want to do for summer vacation?
If you had a lot of money, what would you do?

BRAINSTORMING.  Brainstorming is an activity 
where you think of many ideas.  The goal is to think of 
many, many ideas.  The more ideas you get, the better 
you're doing.  There is only one rule to brainstorming: 
All ideas are good ideas.

Ideas & DiscussionIdeas & Discussion
Chapter OneChapter One
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A conversation is two or more people talking about something. It is 
spontaneous, usually unplanned, though the people may have interests 
in common.  Conversations are one of the basic types of human 
communication. They can be about any subject, and do not necessarily 
have any fixed purpose. They allow people with different views of a 
topic to learn from each other.

– Conversation.  Simple English WIKIPEDIA.

EXPLANATION.  Read about conversation.

TONGUE TWISTER.  Speak slowly, then quickly.

A big black bug bit a big black bear...

... made the big black bear bleed blood.

FACTS AND OPINIONS.  Which of the following are 
facts, and which are opinions?  Circle your answers.

1. Fall is better than spring. FACT  /  OPINION
2. Jon's big brother is a nice guy. FACT  /  OPINION

3. If you freeze water, you get ice. FACT  /  OPINION
4. Five times five is twenty five. FACT  /  OPINION

5. Italian pizza is the best in the world. FACT  /  OPINION
6. The Giants are going to win the game. FACT  /  OPINION
7. A panda is a kind of bear. FACT  /  OPINION

Ideas & DiscussionIdeas & Discussion

JOURNALS.  Write in a journal.

In a small notebook, write a page every week or two.  
Your teacher will assign you the general topic and 
proofread each entry after you write it.  A journal is a 
place where you gather your thoughts.  Make sure you 
write your opinion, and try telling stories from your life.

Chapter OneChapter One
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MATCHING.  Choose the picture that fits the sport.

___ auto racing
___ motorcycle racing
___ scuba diving
___ sky diving
___ karate
___ boxing
___ rock climbing
___ hang gliding

DISCUSSION PHRASES.  Listen to the teacher say 
something about sports.  Use one of the following 
phrases and say something in response.
● I agree…
● I disagree…
● Yes, but …
● That may be true, but ...

SURVEY.  Find out what your classmates think.

● Which sport do you think is the most dangerous?

● Which of the above sports do you want to try? 

Dangerous SportsDangerous Sports
Chapter TwoChapter Two
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Dangerous SportsDangerous Sports

ONE MINUTE CHALLENGE.  Talk for one minute.  You 
have thirty seconds to prepare.  The only rule is, “Just 
keep talking.”  Possible topics include...
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55

Your least favorite class...
Your favorite season...
Your favorite place...

What you did for spring break...
What you have for breakfast...

How you come to school...

A JOKE.  Laugh if you think it's funny.

Once, a man went skydiving for the first time.  He put on his parachute 
and asked the instructor, “What will happen if my parachute doesn't 
open?”  The instructor laughed and answered, “Well, you'll be the first 
one to land.”

RESTATING A SENTENCE.  Write a sentence that 
means the same thing using different words.

Sentence: Motorcycles can go very fast.

Restatement #1: People can ride motorcycles at high speeds.

Restatement #2: _________________________________________

Restatement #3: _________________________________________

Restatement #4: _________________________________________

Restatement #5: _________________________________________

Chapter TwoChapter Two
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School LifeSchool Life

SCHOOL UNIFORMS.  Which of the following are good 
reasons to use school uniforms?  Circle your answers.

1. Getting ready in the morning is quick. GOOD  /  BAD
2. I want to choose my own clothes. GOOD  /  BAD
3. We don't have to choose clothes. GOOD  /  BAD
4. Everybody looks the same. GOOD  /  BAD
5. Uniforms are cheap. GOOD  /  BAD
6. My uniform is cute. GOOD  /  BAD

BRAINSTORM.  What words describe your uniform?

RESTATING SCHOOL RULES.  Think of a school rule 
and write it down.  Then write five more sentences that 
mean the same thing using different words.

School rule: _________________________________________

Restatement #1: _________________________________________

Restatement #2: _________________________________________

Restatement #3: _________________________________________

Restatement #4: _________________________________________

Restatement #5: _________________________________________

Portuguese students in uniform Japanese students by Giuseppe Bognanni 

Chapter ThreeChapter Three
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School LifeSchool Life

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER.  Listen and think.

When you're weary, feeling small
When tears are in your eyes
I will dry them all

I'm on your side, oh when times get rough
And friends just can't be found
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down

When you're down and out
When you're on the street
When evening falls so hard
I will comfort you

I'll take your part, oh, when darkness comes
And pain is all around
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down

Sail on silver girl, sail on by
Your time has come to shine
All your dreams are on their way
See how they shine

Oh, if you need a friend
I'm sailing right behind
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down

By Simon & Garfunkel, 1970.

The Brooklyn Bridge by Diego Torres Silvestre

Question: Who is the singer singing to, and what do they think?

COMMON U.S.A. SCHOOL EVENTS.  Match the 
following high school events with their descriptions.

January
February

March
April
May
June
July

August
September

October
November
December

A. Entrance Ceremony.
Classes start.

B. Football Season.
There may be pep rallies.

C. Graduation.
The last school event.

D. Prom.
The last school dance.

E. Spring Break.
A short break after exams.

F. Summer Vacation.
No homework.

G. Winter Vacation.
Around 2 weeks.

Chapter ThreeChapter Three
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KEY WORDS.  Match the word and hint.

1. ___ presentation
2. ___ emphasis
3. ___ speaker
4. ___ gestures
5. ___ visual aid
6. ___ audience
7. ___ timing
8. ___ introduction
9. ___ body
10. ___ conclusion

A. The end of a presentation.
B. Moving your hands and arms.
C. The middle of a presentation.
D. A speech that explains something.
E. How fast and slow you speak.
F. The person giving the presentation.
G. The beginning of a presentation.
H. People listening to the presentation.
I. Saying something slowly and strongly.
J. An object or picture used in a presentation.

“Of all the things I've lost, I miss my mind the most.”

SPEAK WITH FEELING.  Vary the feeling.

Say the sentence with varying feelings: (1) happy, (2) sad, (3) 
angry, (4) sleepy, (5) bored, and (6) serious.  Try to change both 
the speed and tone of your voice.

ADVERTISE.  Make a short advertisement for a product.

Take a picture from a clothes or fashion magazine.
Show the picture to your class.

Tell everyone why they should buy the object.

PresentationsPresentations

Pronunciation

Volume

Content

Emotion

OPINION.  Answer the questions about speaking.

● Which is the most important?

● Which is the easiest for you?

● Which is the hardest for you?

Chapter FourChapter Four
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Public speaking is speaking to a group of people in an organized way: 
to give information, influence or persuade, or to entertain listeners.  In 
public speaking there are five important questions, which are often 
expressed as "who is saying what to whom, using which medium, with 
what effects?"  Good speakers are often able to change the way the 
listeners feel, and not just give them information.

– Public  speaking.  Simple English WIKIPEDIA.

EXPLANATION.  Read about public speaking.

EFFICIENCY.  Try and contrast some studying methods.

● In 30 seconds, how many times can you say “speedy”?
● In 30 seconds, how many times can you write “speedy”?
● In 30 seconds, how many times can you spell “speedy”?

PARTS OF A SPEECH.  Where do the following fit?

1. For example, sea turtles often live for seventy or more years.
INTRODUCTION  /  BODY  /  CONCLUSION

2. Today I'd like to tell you about my favorite book.
INTRODUCTION  /  BODY  /  CONCLUSION

3. For these reasons, we should have longer summer vacations.
INTRODUCTION  /  BODY  /  CONCLUSION

4. However, Marjorie is older than Andrew.
INTRODUCTION  /  BODY  /  CONCLUSION

5. If you're ever in Akita, make sure to climb Mt. Chokai.
INTRODUCTION  /  BODY  /  CONCLUSION

PresentationsPresentations

TONGUE TWISTER.  Speak slowly, then quickly.

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Chapter FourChapter Four
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Country: Qatar
Capital: Doha
Largest city: Doha
Population (in 2014): 2,100,000
Citizens (in 2014): 250,000
National language: Arabic
Business language: English
Currency: Riyal
Climate: Desert, hot
Religion: Islam
Industry: Oil, natural gas

TRUE OR FALSE.  Is each sentence is true or false?

1. Most people in Qatar were born in Qatar. TRUE  /  FALSE

2. It rains a lot in Qatar. TRUE  /  FALSE
3. Qatar is mostly surrounded by water. TRUE  /  FALSE
4. Qatar's population is larger than Japan's. TRUE  /  FALSE

5. Qatar's population is rising. TRUE  /  FALSE

TRAVEL GUIDE.  Advertise for an international city.

In small groups, choose an international city.  Prepare and 
deliver a three minute presentation on that city.  Tell us about 
basic facts, interesting places, unique food or drink, and why 
we should visit.

PROPS.  Use the graphics on this page to describe the country.

QatarQatar

0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

Population in Qatar

Chapter FiveChapter Five
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QatarQatar

___ Australia

___ Belgium

___ Bolivia

___ Cambodia

___ Canada

___ Chile

___ Denmark

___ Sweden

___ Germany

___ Hungary

___ Iraq

___ Italy

___ Japan

___ Kazakhstan

___ Tanzania

DESCRIPTIONS.  Give hints for the flags.

A B C D E

F G H I J

K L M N O

MATCHING.  Match the flag and country.

All along it was a fever
A cold sweat hot-headed believer
I threw my hands in the air
Said show me something
He said if you dare come a little closer

Round and around
and around and around we go
Oh now tell me now tell me now
Tell me now you know

Not really sure how to feel about it
Something in the way you move
Makes me feel like I can't live without you
It takes me all the way
I want you to stay

STAY.  A man and woman sing to each other.
By Rihanna, 2012.

Question: Do you think they stay together or break up?

It's not much of a life you're living
It's not just something you take, it's given

Funny you're the broken one
But I'm the only one who needed saving
Cause when you never see the light
It's hard to know which one of us is caving

Chapter FiveChapter Five
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MeaningMeaning

A DEFINITION.  Read about the definition of knowledge.

In 369 B.C.E., Plato said that knowledge means justified true belief.  
That is, we know a thing if (a) it's true, (b) we believe it, and (c) we 
have a good reason to believe it.

Here is a counterexample...  Suppose Rihanna has a concert planned for 
Minneapolis tonight.  You saw the posters and you have tickets.  Last 
night in New York, she got sick.  The concert is canceled, but you 
haven't heard yet.  However, there is a good hospital in Minneapolis, 
and she came to town for the hospital.

STRESS-DERIVED WORDS.  Some words are both 
nouns and verbs where the spelling is the same although 
the stress is typically different.  Listen and circle the 
word that is said.

NOUN VERB

Example Cómbat Combát

1. Récord Recórd

2. Íncrease Incréase

3. Réset Resét

NOUN VERB

Example Cómbine Combíne

4. Pérmit Permít

5. Óbject Objéct

6. Cónstruct Constrúct

Do you know any other noun/verb pairs like this?
Do you know any pairs of similar words?

COUNTEREXAMPLES.  Make more counterexamples.

1. The clock on the wall says it's 12:00...

2. The police stop a man for driving 88 kilometers per hour...

3. Joe came home with no umbrella and his hair is wet...

Chapter SixChapter Six
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MeaningMeaning

THE FOUR CARD PROBLEM.  This is a famous logic 
problem.  Each card has a number or letter on the front 
and a color on the back. 

Rule: If the front is a number, the back is red.
Question: To see if the rule is true, what cards should we turn over?

THE FOUR CARD PROBLEM VERSION TWO.  Consider 
a second version of the same problem.  Now, the front of 
of the card shows a drink, and the back shows a driver's 
license.

Rule: If the person has alcohol, they are at least 21 years old.
Question: To see if the rule is true, what cards should we turn over?

CARD COUNTING.  Total the numbers of a card deck.

● Make a group.  Go around clockwise.
● Start with zero.  Flip over the top card.
● Add it to the total, and say the number.
● Repeat until all the cards are gone.
● Question: What is the total for the whole deck?

Chapter SixChapter Six
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Opinions & DebateOpinions & Debate

KEY WORDS.  Match the word and hint.

1. ___ discussion
2. ___ debate
3. ___ subject
4. ___ affirmative team
5. ___ negative team
6. ___ main speech
7. ___ rebuttal speech
8. ___ convincing
9. ___ unconvincing
10. ___ survey

A. People talking freely about something.
B. Like a discussion but with more rules.
C. Getting opinions from many people.
D. Something you hear and believe.
E. Something you don't believe.
F. The thing being talked about.
G.  Say why the others are wrong.
H. Say why you are correct.
I. The group that says, “Yes.”
J. The group that says, “No.”

RESOLUTIONS.  A good debate topic is a topic where 
reasonable people have different opinions.  Which of the 
following are good debate topics?

1. Cats are better pets than dogs. GOOD  /  BAD
2. Burger King is a fast food restaurant chain. GOOD  /  BAD

3. Everyone should study Chinese. GOOD  /  BAD
4. Smoking should be banned in public places. GOOD  /  BAD
5. The United States is larger than Mexico. GOOD  /  BAD

6. Love is more important than money. GOOD  /  BAD
7. The sun rises in the east. GOOD  /  BAD

8. Women should quit their jobs after getting married. GOOD  /  BAD

Resolution

Mai
n

spe
ech

Mainspeech

Rebuttal speeches
Negative

Team
Affirmative

Team

Chapter SevenChapter Seven
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Opinions & DebateOpinions & Debate

Debate or debating is a method of argument. Disputes and conflicts 
may be settled by debate. It is a larger form of argument than logical 
argument, because in a debate, the debaters try to influence the 
feelings of the audience, in order to persuade them on a topic.  The 
subject or issue of the debate is the question on which the participants 
debate. An issue or debate always has two sides or positions.

– Debate.  Simple English WIKIPEDIA.

EXPLANATION.  Read about debate.

REASONS.  Think of a reason for each resolution.

Resolution #1: Love is more important than money.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #2: Writing by hand is better than on a computer.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #3: It is better to be married than single.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #4: High school students should not work part-time jobs.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #5: Men should quit their job after they get married.

Reason: ____________________________________________

TONGUE TWISTER.  Speak slowly, then quickly.
How much wood would a woodchuck chuck...

... if a woodchuck could chuck wood? By Gilles Gonthier

Chapter SevenChapter Seven
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Trains Over CarsTrains Over Cars

STRONG AND WEAK REASONS.  Some reasons are 
strong, because mostly everyone can agree on them.  If 
some people agree and some people disagree with a 
reason, it is a weak reason.

1. The shinkansen goes faster than most cars. STRONG  /  WEAK

2. Taking pictures of trains is fun. STRONG  /  WEAK
3. BMW cars are very cool. STRONG  /  WEAK
4. Trains can hold hundreds of people. STRONG  /  WEAK

5. You can go more places in cars than trains. STRONG  /  WEAK
6. Cars are more dangerous than trains. STRONG  /  WEAK

7. Driving is very exciting. STRONG  /  WEAK
8. I like cars more than trains. STRONG  /  WEAK

COMPARE TRANSPORTATION.

On a normal day, how do you and your classmates come to school?  
How long does it take?  Interview your classmates and record the 
information below.

Walk Bus

Bicycle

People:

Time:

Train & Subway

People:

Time:

People:

Time:

People:

Time:

Chapter EightChapter Eight
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Trains Over CarsTrains Over Cars

DON'T YOU (FORGET ABOUT ME).  A high school song.
By Simple Minds, 1985.

Won't you come see about me?
I'll be alone, dancing you know it baby
Tell me your troubles and doubts
Giving me everything inside and out and
Love's strange so real in the dark
Think of the tender things
That we were working on
Slow change may pull us apart  
When the light gets into your heart, baby

Don't you forget about me.
Will you stand above me?
Look my way, never love me
Rain keeps falling, rain keeps falling down.

Will you recognize me?
Call my name or walk on by
Rain keeps falling
Rain keeps falling down.

Don't you try to pretend
It's my feeling we'll win in the end
I won't harm you or touch your defenses
Vanity and security

Come on, call my name.
Will you call my name?

Question: Is this a real love song?

DEBATE SORTING.  Organize the pieces of a debate.

● Organize the sentences on the chalkboard.
● Put affirmative statements on the left.
● Put negative statements on the right.
● Put the main speech on top.
● Put the rebuttal speech on the bottom. A

F
F
I
R
M
A
T
I
V
E N

E
G
A
T
I
V
E

MAIN

REBUTTAL

REASONS.  Think of a reason for each resolution.

Resolution #1: Everyone should learn to drive.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #2: Students should walk to school.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Resolution #3: Motorcycles are more convenient than cars.

Reason: ____________________________________________

Chapter EightChapter Eight
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Pirates or NinjasPirates or Ninjas

Cat & dog picture by Claudio Matsuoka.

THE MAIN SPEECH.  Write and deliver the main speech.

Resolution:  Pirates are stronger than ninjas.

Resolution:  Cats make better pets than dogs.

AffirmativeA

Write five reasons why.

NegativeB

Write five reasons why.

AffirmativeC

Write five reasons why.

NegativeD

Write five reasons why.

Chapter NineChapter Nine
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Pirates or NinjasPirates or Ninjas

PROVERBS.  Which of these do people really say?

1. A. When in Rome, do as the Romans do.
B. When in Rome, eat a lot of pizza.

2. A. Don't put all your tomatoes in one basket.
B. Don't put all your eggs in one basket.

3. A. There's no point crying over spilled orange juice.
B. There's no point crying over spilled milk.

4. A. You can lead a horse to water, but you can't make him drink.
B. You can lead a dog home, but you can't make him sleep.

5. A. A thing of beauty is a joy forever.
B. A thing of beauty is a joy for the hour.

6. A. A nod is as good as a wink to a policeman.
B. A nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse.

REBUTTAL MAKING.  Disagree with the first speaker.

1. Al: I think so, because P.E. class is a lot of fun for me.
You: Yes, but                                                                      _           .

2. Ben: I agree, because playing sports makes our bodies strong.
You: However,                                                                 _             .

3. Carl: Yes.  After all, my wife can do all the cleaning and cooking.
You: That's possible.  And yet,                                      _              .

Resolution:  P.E. is more important than homemaking.

Chapter NineChapter Nine
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Emotions & ActingEmotions & Acting

KEY WORDS.  Match the word and hint.

1. ___ drama
2. ___ emotion
3. ___ gestures
4. ___ body language
5. ___ enunciation
6. ___ pause
7. ___ pace
8. ___ intonation
9. ___ stress
10. ___ eye contact

A. Feelings.
B. Rise and fall of the voice.
C. Speaking slowly or quickly.
D. Speaking extra clearly.
E. Time between words and sentences.
F. Saying a word strongly.
G. A spoken story.
H. Looking at the other person's eyes.
I. Using your body to show meaning.
J. Using your hands to show meaning.

SPEAKING.  Read the above conversations using stress.

EMPHASIS.  Circle the key word in each answer.

1. Anne: Where are you going shopping?
Beagsly: Well, I'm going shopping in Ginza.

2. Carl: How's the weather today, Dexy?
Dexy: Yesterday it was cloudy, but today it's rainy.

3. Earl: How do you feel about classical music?
Fran: Oh, I just love listening to Mozart.

4. Gina: Do you have any plans for Saturday in the afternoon?
Hal: Let's see.  This Saturday I'll be fishing from one to five.

5. Isis: You've never been to Okinawa before, have you Jody?
Jody: Hmm … well … I hope to go there next spring.

6. Kelly: This cheesecake is the best in the world, don't you think?
Liam: I agree.  The flavor is just perfect.

Chapter TenChapter Ten
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Emotions & ActingEmotions & Acting

ART AND THOUGHT.  Choose a person from a picture.  
What is that person thinking?  Say five sentences.

Henri Rousseau

Winslow Homer

Édouard Manet

James McNeill Whistler

Auguste Renoir C.M. Coolidge

Vincent van Gogh

Georges Seurat

Claude Monet

R
ap

ha
el

L
eo

na
rd

o 
da

 V
in

ci

G
ra

nd
 D

eV
ol

so
n 

W
oo

d

TONGUE TWISTER.  Speak slowly, then quickly.

Three free throws.  Three free throws.

Chapter TenChapter Ten
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TragedyTragedy

All the world's a stage,
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances;
And one man in his time plays many parts...

– William Shakespeare. As You Like It, 1601.

SHAKESPEARE.  Clearly read the passage aloud.

REGIONAL DIALECTS.  Pronunciation varies by place.

Words that might sound the same:
pen  /  pin

rural  /  rule
pour  /  poor

merry  /  Mary  /  merry

Word parts that might sound the same:
ribbon  /  cabin
mirror  /  nearer

Questions:
What do you do when two words sound the same?

Do you know any homonymns (words that sound the same)?

FINISH THE DIALOG.  Write a sad conversation.

Scott: Hi, Tim.

Tim: Oh, hello Scott.
Scott: You look kind of sad today.  What's up?
Tim: Today's not so good.

Scott: What's in that envelope?

Tim:                                            

                                           

Scott:                                            

Chapter ElevenChapter Eleven
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TragedyTragedy

KEEP IT SIMPLE.  Make the following sentences shorter.

1. The bowling ball is heavy and weighs a lot.

                                             

2. It's rainy today, and therefore I'll take an umbrella with me to school.

                                             

3. The student held a textbook about math in both his arms.

                                             

4. The onions were taken to the market by the woman.

                                             

We are not enemies, but friends.
We must not be enemies.
Though passion may have strained,
it must not break our bonds of affection.

– Abraham Lincoln.  First Inaugural Address.  1861.

LINCOLN.  Read the passage in a heavy voice.

VIDEO.  Watch video clips and answer the questions.

1. Can the words you hear change what you see?
An Awareness Test

2. Can the things you see change what you hear?
The McGurk Effect

3. How do the actors visually express their emotions?
Expressing Emotion

Chapter ElevenChapter Eleven
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ComedyComedy

FINISH THE DIALOG. Write a funny conversation.

Scott: Hi, Tim.
Tim: Oh, hello Scott.
Scott: Your shirt is covered in paint.  What's up?

Tim: Well, it's a long story...
Scott: Do tell!

Tim:                                            

                                           

Scott:                                            

PUNS.  A pun is a joke where a word has two meanings.

● Seven days without pizza makes one weak.

● A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is two tired.

● Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One fish says, “Dam”.

● What do you call a blind deer?  No idea.

VIDEO.  Watch some video and think about emotion.

1. What makes something funny?

2. Is something funny because of how it looks?

3. Is something funny because of how it sounds?

4. When someone tells a joke, what does their face look like?

5. What kinds of comedy are there?

6. Do you know any jokes in English?

Chapter TwelveChapter Twelve
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ComedyComedy

TIME OF YOUR LIFE.  A classic graduation song.
By Billie Joe Armstrong, 1997.

Questions: Is this a happy or sad song?  A positive or negative song?

Another turning point, a fork stuck in the road
Time grabs you by the wrist, directs you where to go
So make the best of this test, and don't ask why
It's not a question, but a lesson learned in time

It's something unpredictable, but in the end it's right
I hope you had the time of your life

So take the photographs, and still frames in your mind
Hang it on a shelf in good health and good time
Tattoos of memories and dead skin on trial
For what it's worth it was worth all the while

It's something unpredictable, but in the end it's right
I hope you had the time of your life

KEEP IT SIMPLE.  Make the following sentences shorter.

1. Bowling is not very difficult for me.

                                              

2. William was born in the country of England.

                                              

3. I love soccer and I want to play soccer when I'm a university student.

                                              

4. Could you please close the window?

                                              

UNKNOWN CONVERSATION.  Watch a silent video clip.

● What do you think the people are talking about?
● Watch it again with audio and compare.
● Were your ideas more interesting?

Chapter TwelveChapter Twelve
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SourcesSources

I made the front page twisted wire logo using a video tutorial by tutor4u.

Much of the art work is from clker and is in the public domain.  I've tried to 
make sure everything looks fine in black and white.  Color printing is a little 
snazzier, and using a tablet or laptop is even cooler because students can see 
everything in high resolution and easily follow hyperlinks.  Cartoons 
typically photocopy well, but the real photos can be touchy.  Older black-and-
white copy machines can't handle the color balance very well, and some 
pictures get hard to see.  Use a color printer or high-quality color photocopier, 
if you have one available.

Many pictures used here are ones available on Wikimedia Commons.  For 
these pictures, I've tried to put the source URL in the image descriptions.

Some ideas here came from talking with my friends and colleagues, 
including: Marjorie Carlson, Adam Pearson, Meghan Sahara, and Danielle 
Tsumita.  The philosophy problems are ones I studied in college and graduate 
school.  Other ideas came from my students, even if they didn't realize it, and 
in particular the senior classes of 2012-2013 and 2014-2015.
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PostscriptPostscript

This textbook, like nearly all of my educational materials, is open and free.  
Teachers spend a lot of time making materials for our classes.  On the 
average we're not very good about sharing our work.  Sometimes we are 
embarrassed.  We think other teachers surely have better materials than us, 
and if we just keep to ourselves, nobody will ever know.  Though largely 
inaccurate, even when it is, this view is selfish and shortsighted.  By sharing 
our materials with each other, we can keep the good ideas, throw away the 
bad ones, and improve on the mediocre ones.  This is good for everyone.

One advantage to being free and open is that sharing is simple.  This textbook 
is just a file you can email to your colleagues.  You can use the entire book, if 
you like, or you can use just one or two chapters.  If you find a mistake, 
please tell me about it so I can fix my version, and in the meantime, you can 
fix yours yourself.

Have you ever spent time over a year or two making worksheets and tests that 
go along with your textbook only to find that the following year's book is new 
and you have to redo all your prep?  This can happen when a new version of a 
book comes out or the book goes out of print.  With this text, though, you 
have the data. It's not going anywhere.

The file format here is ODG.  I wrote it using LibreOffice Draw, which is free 
and easy to use.  LibreOffice Draw is not designed for writing textbooks.  
Some handy features that other software has – an automatically generated 
table of contents, or the ability to have “left” and “right” pages – do not exist 
here.  But it's easy for anyone to edit.

This textbook is under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license.

https://swyt2015.wordpress.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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